76                        VEDDER LECTURES.

be remembered that Nehemiah was appointed by
the King of Persia to rebuild the walls of Jeru-
salem. In this great work he was opposed by
Sanballat, governor of Samaria, but in vain.
Nehemiah completed the work, and made regu-
lations for the people under his charge. Some of
them were so highly offensive to Manasseh, son-
in-law to Sanballat, that he retired into Samaria
and became the founder of a religious sect im-
placably hostile to the Jews, arrogating to them-
selves the honor of being the only true Israelites.
Manasseh built a temple to the God of Israel on
Mount Gerizzim, and provided his converts with
the five books of Moses, as their rule of faith,
concealing the later books, lest the respectful
allusions made in them to the sanctity of Jeru-
salem should disparage his own temple in Sama-
ria. This schism took place many centuries before
Christ, and produced a quarrel so violent that
the common civilities of life were not extended by
Jew to Samaritan, nor by Samaritan to Jew, though
they dwelt together in the same land. However
divided on all other matters, they were, neverthe-
less, perfectly united in a common veneration for
the Pentateuch. For either of them to have cor-
rupted it in the smallest particular was utterly
impossible, because both parties had eyes of reli-
gious prejudice glaring upon each other. The
singular fact above alluded to is this: In the
beginning of the seventeenth century, after being
unknown for a thousand years, copies of the Sa-
maritan Pentateuch were found among the rem-
nant that worshipped still at Gerizzim, and six